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Christians have compared the church to 

all sorts of things. In earlier times they lik-

ened the church to a boat. With Jesus on 

board, the boat might be tossed and turned, 

but it would weather the stormy seas just 

fine.  

Another popular comparison was to a 

flock of sheep. With Jesus as the good shep-

herd the flock might be threatened by wild 

animals, but it would make it through the 

sheep gate and into safety. 

Now we have a comparison to a ònurse 

log.ó The Bishop of the Oregon Synod, David 

Brauer Rieke, has made this link, and I think 

heõs on to something. 

I have to admit, I scratched my head 

when I first heard about nurse logsñ

unfamiliar as I was with the term. In case 

youõre in the same situation I offer a defini-

tion: a nurse log is a fallen tree which, as it 

decays, nurtures new life. 

If youõve spent any time in the forests of 

western Oregon, youõve encountered many a 

nurse log. They look like rotting messes (hold 

on to the word òmess,ó Iõll come back to it) 

but are crucial to the renewal of the forest.  

The fallen tree is eventually covered with 

fungus and moss; these speed up decay and 

help in retaining water. Over many years the 

nurse log breaks down and provides the seed-

bed for the next generation of conifers. 

In his remarks to the Oregon Synod As-

sembly, which met at the end of May, our 

bishop likened congregationsñas we know 

themñto trees that may eventually fall, but 

in so doing become nurse logs. 

While this may not initially fill us with 

great joy, the image of the nurse log is the 

Oregon equivalent of what Jesus had to say 

about a seed dropping on the ground and dy-

ing. 
ò24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 

just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much 

fruit.ó (John 12:24) 

Two thoughts come out of this. First, the 

bishop has observed that congregations can 

obsess over their own survival. As potential 

nurse logs, our focus ought to be not on sur-

viving as we are, but on passing along what 

we have been given. 

Second, this renewal is messy (I promised 

I would get back to the word, òmessó). As the 

bishop remarked, òthe church of tomorrow 

may not need all of the church buildings, pro-

grams, or processes of today.ó Things will be 

messy, as all that breaks down and the next 

generation takes root.  

But the comparison to the nurse log helps 

us to see the future in terms of gift. Passing 

on what we have been givenñthatõs a happi-

er project than holding on.  

We may have the same thought that the 

writer William Saroyan put this way: òOf 

course, everybody has to die, but I thought 

an exception would be made in my case.ó  

Very unlikely, that we will beat what are 

incredible odds. May we find in our passing 

the opportunity to pass on to others what we 

have been given. 
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Trinity Adult Luncheon & Fellowship -- Everyone is welcome!  
Dr. Neil Allen will share with us some of his collection of over 300 Nativity 

Scenes as we celebrate  
"Christmas in July."  

Please bring a Nativity Scene from your own collection to display, if you 
have one.   

To accommodate Dr. Allen's schedule, we will meet on  
WEDNESDAY, JULY 7  

instead of our usual date.  
Please invite a friend and bring a potluck dish to share.  There will be no 

lutefisk, but Christmas cookies will be provided.  

May 2010 Treasurerõs Report 
  April ô10 YTD ô10 

Beginning Balance 1/1/10   74,147.77 

 Revenues 31,095.31 141,588.17 

 Expenses 27,861.98 142,445.21 

Net gain/loss 3,233.33 (857.04) 

Ending Fund Balance 05/31/2010   73,290.73 

May 31 balances: 

  
US Checking Acct - 

General Fund 
$18,870.72 

  
Mission Plus Acct - 

General Fund  
$54,070.01 

  
US Savings Acct - 

Designated Funds 
64,836.96 

Health Ministries and Parish Nursing 
Last month I introduced you to Stephen Ministry.  

Since then, I have presented this to the Health Minis-

tries Committee, WELCA, and the Church Council - 

all with favorable responses. The next step will be to 

have approval from the church council for the budg-

eting process for next year. I will keep you informed 

of Stephen Ministry and the benefits for Trinity.  The 

following is a synopsis of the introduction presented. 

What Is Stephen Ministry? 

Stephen Ministry is a system through which 

members of Trinity Lutheran Church may be trained 

and organized to help provide Christian caregiving to 

members of our congregation and community. This 

will multiply the amount of caring ministry Trinity 

can provide by giving us a whole team of skilled 

caregivers who are equipped to bring Christôs healing 

love to people who are grieving, in crisis, or experi-

encing other stresses in life.  

Why Stephen Ministry? 

We have many needs for care in our congregation 

and community: people experiencing divorce, grief, a 

terminal illness, loss of a job, relocation, an empty 

nest, retirement, hospitalization, loneliness, and many 

other stresses or challenges. Often people with needs 

suffer silently or do not request or receive the level of 

care they really need. With only one pastor for our 

congregation, you can quickly see why it would be 

impossible for him to meet every single need of every 

single person. Stephen Ministry expands the care 

Trinity can offer by equipping and organizing mem-

bers to provide Christian care. This gives us a larger 

pool of people with the gifts, skills, and calling to 

bring Christôs love and care to those who most need 

it. 

Linde Eidnberg, RN 

Parish Nurse 
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We want to give a final congrats to all of this yearõs gradutates! 
Anna Kramer ~ Gresham High School  

Alec Yoshizumi ~ Gresham High School  
Robbie Cunningham ~ Centennial High School  

Amanda Jorgenson ~ University of Oregon -Graduate School  
Phil Handke ~ Indiana Univeristy -Graduate School  

Adam Geisler ~ Pacific Lutheran University  
Danielle Deal ~ Thomas Jefferson Charter School  

Oliver Mayes ~ Reynolds High School  
Matthew Thompson ~ Univeristy of Oregon  
Carissa Walczak ~ Gresham High School  
Julianne Heater ~ Gresham High School  

Cassie Montgomery ~ Gresham High School  
Bobby Walker  
Rebecca Rice 

 
A message from Malia ñ 
 

Vacation Bible School is July 12-16 from 9 am to noon and you can register now! 
If you would like to volunteer please pick up a form at an entrance and drop it in the offering plate. I would appreciate ALL 

the help we can get. Thanks for prayerfully considering this adventure. 
The evening of July 16, for the volunteers and their families, we will have a pizza and movie night. It will be a one hour family 

fun event. The following week I will take all the volunteer students to skate or swim, their choice!  
Please forgive me if I left anyone out of the volunteer appreciation. I greatly appreciate all that you do for "our" kids, the 

time, energy and love that you have sewn into "our" children does not go unrewarded. Just ask "our" kids who their favorite people 
are besides their families. YOU have made an impact, whether you see it now or in the future, it is there!! 
 

Thank you so very much!!  
Malia  

Graduates, Summer Sports camps and more... 

Several years ago we hosted a group of young adults 

(ages 18 to 25) crossing the USA on bicycles and stop-

ping at cities and towns along the way to help build 

affordable housing.  They will arrive here at Trinity on 

Wednesday, July 28th.  Thursday, July 29th is their 

ñbuildò day, and they depart for Vernonia. Friday 

morning and Cannon Beach, their final destination.  

However, several will return here Saturday, July 31st 

before their flights home Sunday morning.  They will 

be sleeping downstairs in our Fellowship Hall; be 

available for a slide presentation about Bike and 

Build, and also hold a bike safety clinic if congregants 

are interested.  Our responsibility will be to provide 2 

dinners, and 2 breakfasts, plus snacks and fixings for 

lunches.  As we approach their arrival, I will let you 

know of the times you can come and meet these in-

credible young people. 

If you are available to help with hospitality, please let 

me know.  Menus will be planned and food purchased, 

but serving and cleaning up will require extra hands.  

-Linde Eidenberg  

Bike and Build 

Portland Lutheran School has sent an invite for our kids to join in their 
summer camp opportunities. On the youth bulletin board there are appli-
cations for 3 different camps: Basketball, Volleyball & multi-Sport activity. 
It is only $40. For more applications or info parents can contact Malia.  

Summer Sport 

Camps 
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TLC Softball Schedule 
July 11 at 5:30 pm - Ascension 

July 18 at 3:45 pm - St. Timothy 

       5:30 pm - Jesus Freaks 

July 5 

The church office will be closed 

for the Fourth of July. 

 

July 7 

Trinity Adult Luncheon group 

will meet on this date to accom-

modate the guest speaker. More 

information on page 2. 

July 19 

Mt. Hood Hospice is running a 

five week group to support you 

through the grieving process. 

Whether it has been months or 

years since your loss, this group 

can provide a supportive envi-

ronment to help you develop 

coping skills. To register, call Mt. 

Hood Hospice at 503-668-5545. 

 

July 31 

The Trinity campout at Mt. 

Hood Village. 

 

August 22 

Annual Church Picnic at Red 

Sunset Park. More details soon. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
www.trinitylutherangresham.org  

507 W Powell Blvd  
Gresham, OR  
503-665-3197  

�x��Cost: $15 

 Scholarships available 

�x��Age: 3 years - 5th grade 

�x�� Includes T-Shirt 

�x��Register online 

Contact person: Malia Bafford 503-665-3197 ex 312 

malia@trinitylutherangresham.org 

Date: July 12 - 16 

Time: 9am - Noon  

Includes:  

Crafts/Games  

T-shirts/Snacks  

Exploring the mighty 

love of  God  


