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It sometimes happens when we 
�U�H�D�G���W�K�H���&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���V�W�R�U�\���I�U�R�P���/�X�N�H�·�V��
gospel.  

One Christmas Eve I was asked 
why Luke had left out the important 
parts. Luke makes no mention of 
how the ox and the donkey kept Je-
sus warm with their breath. Nor 
does Luke include the Little Drum-
mer Boy (parum-pum-pum-pum). 
Nothing about Santa or Frosty the 
Snowman. 

It also happens when we read, 
from any of the gospels, about the 
trial, crucifixion and death of Jesus.  

When Mel Gibson unleashed the 
�P�R�Y�L�H���´�7�K�H���3�D�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���&�K�U�L�V�W�µ���D��
few years ago, he provided gory de-
tail not found in the New Testa-
ment. Some people now listen (in 
vain) as the gospels are read during 
Holy Week, for the parts that Mel 
included but that Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John forgot.  

Christians do this quite a bit.  
Occasionally someone will quote 

the well -�N�Q�R�Z�Q���%�L�E�O�H���Y�H�U�V�H�����´�*�R�G��
�K�H�O�S�V���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���K�H�O�S���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���µ��
The quote, however, is not of the 
Bible at all �³ �L�W���L�V���R�I���%�H�Q���)�U�D�Q�N�O�L�Q�·�V��
�´�3�R�R�U���5�L�F�K�D�U�G�·�V���$�O�P�D�Q�D�F���µ���)�U�D�Q�N�O�L�Q��
himself had no belief in a God who 
�´�K�H�O�S�V�µ���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\�����3�R�R�U���5�L�F�K�D�U�G����
therefore, tells us that those who 
cannot help themselves are hope-
�O�H�V�V�����,�·�P���J�O�D�G���W�K�D�W�·�V���Q�R�W���L�Q���P�\���%�L�E�O�H�� 

Another example: thanks to the 
�´�/�H�I�W���%�H�K�L�Q�G�µ���V�H�U�L�H�V���R�I���E�R�R�N�V���Z�H��
�K�D�Y�H���Y�L�Y�L�G���L�P�D�J�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���´�D�Q�W�L-
�&�K�U�L�V�W���µ���$�X�W�K�R�U�V���7�L�P���/�D�+�D�\�H���D�Q�G��
Jerry Jenkins have even given him a 
name, Nicolae Jetty Carpathia, pres-
ident  of Romania and advocate of 
global community.  

Many of their readers found, in 
2008, similarities between the fic-
tional Carpathia and the very real 
Barack Obama. 

 Like Carpathia, Obama gave 
good speeches and took an interest 
in world peace.  So LaHaye and Jen-
kins issued a statement clarifying 
�W�K�D�W���2�E�D�P�D���Z�D�V���´�O�L�N�H�O�\���Q�R�W���W�K�H���D�Q�W�L-
�&�K�U�L�V�W���µ���7�K�D�Q�N�V�����J�X�\�V�� 

�%�\���W�K�H���Z�D�\�����L�I���\�R�X�·�U�H���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U��
�´�D�Q�W�L-�&�K�U�L�V�W�µ�����W�K�H���S�K�U�D�V�H�����Q�R�W���W�K�H��
person!) in the book of Revelation, 
good luck to you.  

The phrase is actually found in 1 
John (three times) and 2 John 
(once). According to 1 John there 
can be many anti -Christs. Anyone 
who rejects Jesus as having come 
from the Father in the flesh would 
qualify. No need for superior intelli-
gence or skills!  

Interesting, how many Christians 
know about the book of Revelation 
through the mass media. Thanks to 
�W�K�H���´�/�H�I�W���%�H�K�L�Q�G�µ���V�H�U�L�H�V�����W�K�H���H�Q�G-of-
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